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FROME  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year  ending  December  3 1  st,  1 937 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Frome  Urban  District  Council 


LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN,— 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annuai.  Repokt 
for  the  year  1937. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  FROME. 

Area,  1,194  acres. 

Estimated  resident  population  for  1937,  10,360. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  3,119. 

Rateable  Value,  £60,771  and  a  Penny  Rate  produces 
£239  8s.  2d. 


BIRTHS. 

Total 

Live  Births — Legitimate  108 
,,  „  Illegitimate  3 

Still  Births — Legitimate  7 

„  „  Illegitimate  0 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  is  10.7 
Still  Birth  Rate  is  68.9  per  1.000  total  births. 


Males  Females. 
60  48 

0  3 

3  4 

0  0 


DEATHS. 

The  corrected  number  for  the  year  is  138 — 60  males, 
78  females. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  is  13.3. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  septicaemia — 0. 
other  puerperal  causes — 0. 


Age  Incidence. 


Deaths  under  1  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

1  to  2  years  . .  . .  . .  0 

2  to  5  „  . .  . .  . .  2 

5  to  15  ,,  . .  . .  . .  0 

15  to  25  „  . .  . .  . .  2 

25  to  45  „  . .  . .  . .  7 

45  to  65  „  . .  . .  . .  34 

65  upwards  . .  . .  . .  . .  87 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  1  year  : — 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Under  one  week 

1  to  4  weeks 
1  to  6  months  . . 
6  to  12  months 


1  male,  1  female 
0 

2 

2  Prematurity 
Atelectasis 

0 

0 

0 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  1  year  per  1.000  live  births,  18 
Deaths  from  Measles  . .  . .  . .  0 

„  „  Whooping  Cough  . .  . .  0 

„  „  Diarrhoea  . .  . .  . .  0 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Causes. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

1 

1 

Influenza 

1 

3 

4 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

..  2 

0 

2 

Other  Tuberculosis 

0 

0 

0 

Gen.  paralysis  of  insane,  etc. 

..  0 

0 

0 

Cancer  . .  .... 

..  11 

12 

23 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

3 

2 

5 

Heart  Disease 

..  24 

23 

47  • 

Aneurysm 

0 

1 

1 

Syphilis 

..  0 

1 

1 

Other  Circulatory 

1 

5 

6 

Bronchitis 

0 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

3 

Other  respiratory 

..  0 

0 

0 

Other  digestive 

..  1 

3 

4 

Nephritis 

..  3 

0 

3 

Puerperal  sepsis 

..  0 

0 

0 

Other  puerperal 

0 

0 

0 

Congenital  causes,  etc.  . . 

..  1 

1 

2 

Senility 

2 

13 

15 

Suicide 

1 

0 

1 

Other  violence 

1 

2 

3 

Other  defined  causes 

..  3 

6 

9 

Appendicitis 

1 

l 

2 

Cirrhous  Liver 

..  0 

1 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer 

..  2 

0 

2 

Diarrhoea  (2  years  and  over) 

..  0 

0 

0 

Ill  Defined  or  N.K. 

..  0 

0 

0 

Totals 

..  60 

78 

138 

These  figures  are  the  Registrar  General’s  arid  it  will 

be  noticed  that  four  more  deaths  are  included  than  are 
registered  locally,  adjustment  being  made  for  transfers 
during  the  calender  year. 


(2) 


Birth  rates,  Death  rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Death  rates,  and  Case  rates  for  certain  Infectious  Dis 
eases  in  the  year  1937. 

England  and  Wales,  London,  125  Great  Towns  and  148 
Smaller  Towns. 

(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly 
Returns.) 
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Rates  per  1,000  Population 


Births  : 

Live 

14.9 

14.9 

15.3 

13.3 

Still 

0.60 

0.67 

0.64 

0.54 

Deaths  : 

All  Causes 

12.4 

12.5 

11.9 

12.3 

Typhoid  and 

Paratyphoid 

fevers 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.01 

Scarlet  fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Whooping  Cough 

0.04 

0.04 

0.03 

0.06 

Diphtheria 

0.07 

0.08 

0.05 

0.05 

Influenza 

0.45 

0.39 

0.42 

0.38 

Violence 

0.54 

0.45 

0.42 

0.51 

Notifications  : 

Smallpox 

0.00 

— 

0.00 

— 

Scarlet  fever 

2.33 

2.56 

2.42 

2.09 

Diphtheria 

1.49 

1.81 

1.38 

1.93 

Enteric  fever  . . 

0.05 

0.06 

0.04 

0.05 

Erysipelas 

0.37 

0.43 

0.34 

0.44 

Pneumonia 

1.36 

1.58 

1.20 

1.18 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 


Deaths  under  1  year 
of  age  . .  . .  58 

Deaths  from  Dia¬ 
rrhoea  and  En¬ 
teritis  under  2 
years  of  age  . .  5.8 


02 


7.9 


3.2 


00 


12.0 


Maternal 
Mortality  : 

Puerperal  Sepsis  0.97  1 

Others  . .  . .  2.20  J-  Not  available. 

Total  3.23 1 


Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births, 
(i.e.,  Live  and  Still) 


Maternal 
Mortality  : 

Puerperal  Sepsis  0.941 

Others  ..  ..  2.17  l  Not  available 

Total  ..  3.11  I 


Notifications  : 

Puerperal  fever 
Puerperal 
pyrexia 


\  4.15 

13.93  17.59  11.52  j  14.34 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THIS  AREA 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Frome  Urban  District : — 

One  part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health — G.  Walker, 
M.B.,  B.C..  D.P.H. 

One  Sanitary  Inspector — L.  Slaughter. 

One  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector — A.  I.  Bell. 

Public  Vaccinator — G.  Walker,  M.B.,  B.C.,  D.P.H. 


PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

(a)  General :  The  Queen’s  Nurses,  three  in  number. 
The  Council  make  a  donation  to  the  fund,  which  the 
Committee  can  just  balance. 

( b )  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Home  :  No  provision 
for  a  nurse  for  the  home  nursing  of  infectious  diseases 
during  1937. 

(c)  Midwives :  The  control  is  entirely  vested  in  the 
County  Health  Office. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  examination  of  swabs,  sputum,  water  and  milk 
is  carried  out  by  the  County  Laboratory. 


LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

List  of  Adoptive  Acts.  Bye-Laws  and  Local  Regula¬ 
tions  relating  to  Public  Health  in  force  in  the  Frome 
Urban  Area  during  the  year  1937  : — 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907  : — 


Part  II 

Sections 

15  to  33 

Part  III  . . 

•  *  99 

34  to  38 

99 

43  to  47 

99 

49  to  51 

Part  IV 

*  *  99 

52  to  60 

99 

62  to  67 

Part  V 

•  *  99 

69  to  75 

Part  VI  . . 

*  *  99 

76  to  77 

Part  VIII 

‘  ‘  99 

87  to  90 

Part  X 

’  ’  99 

95 

HOSPITALS. 

Victoria  Hospital,  Park  Road  :  A  Voluntary  Hospital 
for  general  medical  and  surgical  cases  ;  capacity  16  beds  ; 
X-ray  and  electrical  treatment. 

Isolation  Hospital ;  The  arrangement  by  which  the 
infectious  cases  have  been  removed  to  the  Shepton 
Mallet  Hospital  has  proved  satisfactory. 

Mental  cases  are  dealt  with  at  the  Institution  or  at 
Wells  Asylum.  Orthopaedic  cases  in  school  children  go 
to  the  Bath  Orthopaedic  Hospital. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  cases  are  usually  sent  to  the 
Bath  Eye  Hospital,  if  removed  from  home. 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Home,  nil. 

Maternity  Mortality,  nil. 

Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  infants,  etc.  :  This  is  provided  by  the  County 
Institutions. 


i 

4 


(») 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 


Housing  Inspection. 


For  infectious  cases,  motor  ambulance  from  the 
Shepton  Mallet  Isolation  Hospital. 

For  general  use.  the  new  motor  ambulance  has  proved 
satisfactory. 


CLINICS. 

These  are  under  the  County  Health  Officer,  and  are 
situated  in  Vicarage  Street :  School,  Orthopaedic,  Tuber¬ 
culous  and  Venereal  Clinics.  The  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centre  is  a  voluntary  organisation,  having  a 
Medical  Officer  once  a  month  ;  held  in  rooms  in  Christ¬ 
church  Street  East.  The  accommodation  is  sufficient, 
but  the  Clinic  Building  can  hardly  be  quoted  as  an  example 
owing  to  its  dampness. 


(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  the  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  433 

Number  of  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  927 

(2)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  included  in  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above,  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  406 

Number  of  inspections  ..  ..  ..  ..871 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  . .  . .  . .  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  defective 

but  not  unfit  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  250 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Housing  Action. 


Water. — The  supply  continues  to  be  satisfactory  in 
quality  and  quantity.  The  analysis  during  the  year  has 
been  quite  satisfactory  and  a  full  supply  of  water  service 
was  maintained. 

Application  was  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
for  sanction  to  raise  a  loan  for  the  installation  of  electrically 
driven  pumping  plant  for  the  new  well  at  Egford,  and  the 
work  of  installing  this  plant  and  the  necessary  mains 
is  in  progress. 

Pumping  tests  prove  that  this  would  provide  an 
additional  supply  of  some  500,000  gallons  of  water  per 
day.  The  report  on  the  analysis  of  the  water  was  satis¬ 
factory  and  the  bacteriological  report  showed  that  the 
water  was  free  from  harmful  contamination. 

Rivers  and,  Streams.— There  we  re  no  complaints  of 
pollution. 

Closet  Accommodation. — All  houses  are  served  by 
water  closets,  which  are  practically  universally  con¬ 
nected  to  the  town  sewer.  Eighteen  houses  at  the 
boundaries  are  served  by  cesspools. 

Smoke  Abatement. — No  nuisance  occurred. 

Lodging  Houses. — Two  in  number ;  have  been  con¬ 
ducted  satisfactorily. 

Mortuary. — The  mortuary  used  jointly  by  the  Public 
Assistance  Committee,  the  Urban  District  Council  and 
the  Rural  District  Council  is  proving  to  be  satisfactory. 

Public  Cleansing. — It  is  hoped  that  next  year  all 
houses  will  be  provided  with  sanitary  dustbins,  which 
will  be  a  much  desired  improvement.  Much  of  the 
rubbish  might  be  burnt  by  the  householders  and  not 
placed  in  the  containers. 

Schools. — The  sanitary  conditions  are  satisfactory, 
with  a  piped  water  supply. 

Rag  Flock  Acts. — There  are  no  premises  employed  in 
this  area. 

Sewage  Disposal. — The  Express  Dairy  Co.  has  es¬ 
tablished  a  large  dairy  and  factory  and  it  is  impossible 
for  the  Sewage  purification  works  to  deal  with  their 
effluent  sufficiently,  and  a  scheme  for  the  necessary 
extension  and  alteration  of  the  purification  and  pumping 
plant  is  being  prepared. 


HOUSING. 

Statistics. 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  With  State  Assistance  : 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  ..  ..  ..  0 

(b)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  . .  . .  0 

(2)  Otherwise  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  79 


Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ..  ..113 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  with  works 

in  hand  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  62 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year : — 
A— Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1936  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

B — Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  serving  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 


C — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  13  and  26  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . .  . .  0 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  demolished 

under  Demolition  Orders  . .  . .  . .  0 

(3)  Clearance  Orders  made  . .  . .  . .  0 

(4)  Clearance  Orders  confirmed  . .  . .  0 

(а)  Number  of  houses  involved  . .  . .  . .  0 

(б)  Number  of  houses  demolished  ..  ..  5 

(in  Clearance  Area  confirmed  in  1935). 


HOUSING  ACT.  1936. 


1 — Demolition  Orders  made  (Either 
as  part  of  Clearance  Order  or 
under  Sec.  19) 

Note — In  brackets  numbers  actually 
demolished 


(2)  Houses  scheduled  for  demolition 
during  1936  but  Demolition 
Orders  not  yet  made 

(3)  Number  of  houses  dealt  with 
under  Sec.  17  (unfit  but  repair¬ 
able)  during  1935  and  1936 — 7 

(a)  Notices  served  and  homes 
made  fit 

(b)  Notices  served  but  not  yet 
made  fit 


4 — Houses  constructed  under  1930 
Act  to  replace  demolished  houses 


1934  1935  1936  1937 


—  35  12  — 

(21)  (1)  (5) 

(one 

has 

been 

made 

fit) 


—  —  20  — 


—  184  116  113 

7  51  137 

(in  62 
cases 
work 
has 
been 
started) 

—  22  22  — 
began  com¬ 
pleted 


(4) 


HOUSING  ACT  1936— OVERCROWDING 

1 —  (l)Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  13 

( b )  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  . .  . .  13 

(c)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  . .  77 

2 —  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

3 —  (a)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

( b )  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  bl 

4 —  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwellings  have 
again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement 

of  overcrowding  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Nil 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Vision 

Unim¬ 

paired 

Vision 

Im¬ 

paired 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

At 

Home 

In 

Hospital 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0  0 

INSPECTION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Supply. — The  dairies  and  farms  within  the 
area  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  are  satisfactory. 
Eighteen  samples  of  T.T.  milk,  Five  samples  of  Accredited 
milk  and  Six  of  Pasteurised  milk  have  been  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination. 

Number  of  Producers  on  Register  ..  ..  ..17 

Number  of  Purveyors  on  Register,  divided  as 
follows  : — 

(a)  Distributors  only  .  .  ..  ..  ..10 

(b)  Distributors  who  are  also  Producers  . .  . .  15 

Number  of  licences  given  to  Graded  Milk. 

Distributors  : — 

1  Retailing  Pasteurised. 

1  Supplementary  T.T. 

3  Supplementary  Accredited. 

Meat  Inspection. — This  is  dealt  with  fully  in  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

There  are  8  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  District — 6 
registered  and  2  licensed. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases.  Deaths. 


Pul 

Non-Pul- 

Pul- 

Non-Pul- 

monary. 

monary. 

monary. 

monary. 

Age  Periods. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  years 

..  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1  „ 

..  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

..  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10  „ 

..  0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15  „ 

..  0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20  „ 

..  1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25  „ 

..  1 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

35  „ 

..  1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

45  „ 

..  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

55  ,, 

..  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65  years  and 

upwards 

..  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

..  3 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Influenza  was  not  so  prevalent  this  year  and  was  of 
a  milder  type.  Measles  began  in  January  and  reached  its 
peak  in  June  and  July,  owing  to  its  rarity  of  late  years, 
there  was  a  large  number  of  susceptable  children  who 
became  victims  ;  fortunately  most  of  the  cases  occurred 
in  the  summer  and  complications  were  rare  :  a  second 
wave  of  attacks  occurred  in  November  and  December. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

(other  than  Tuberculosis). 


Total 

Total 

cases 

cases 

admitted 

Disease.  n 

otijied. 

to  Hospital. 

Small  Pox 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

17 

6 

Diphtheria  . . 

2 

1 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid) 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . . 

0 

0 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

0 

0 

Dysentry 

0 

0 

Malaria 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

2 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

0 

Other  Diseases  notifiable 
locally — 

Chicken  Pox 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

1 

0 

Deaths. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 


0 

0 


MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH  ENQUIRIES 

Installation  of  electrical  pumping  machinery  etc. 
at  Egford  Water  Works  Pumping  Station — sanction  for 
a  loan  was  granted. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  and  WORKPLACES. 

1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and 
Workplaces — 


Premises. 

N 

ember  of 

In¬ 

spections. 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prose¬ 

cuted. 

Factories  (including  Factory 

Laundries) 

5 

1 

o 

Workshops  (including  Work- 

shop  Laundries)  . . 

27 

3 

0 

Workplaces  (other  than  Out- 

workers’  Premises) 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

32 

4 

0 

i 


2. — Defects  in  Factories,  Workshops  and 
Work  places 


Number  of  Defects. 

Re- 

ferred 

Reme- 

to 

Prose- 

Particulars. 

Found 

died. 

H.M. 

In¬ 

spector 

cutions 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 

Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  . . 

2 

2 

0 

0 

Want  of  Ventilation 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Overcrowding 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Nuisances 

Sanitary  Accommodation,  un- 

0 

0 

0 

0 

suitable  or  defective 
Offences  under  the  Factory  and 

2 

2 

0 

0 

Workshops  Acts : — 

Illegal  Occupation  of  Under- 

ground  Bakehouse  (Sec. 
101)  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Offences  (excluding 

offences  relating  to  outwork 
and  offences  under  the  Sec- 

tions  mentioned  in  the 
Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  (Factories  and 
Workshops  Transfer  of 
Powers)  Order  1921) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

4 

4 

0 

0 

Owing  to  the  impending  appointment  of  a  full-time  M.O.H.,  this  will  presumably  be  my 
last  report,  and  I  should  like  to  take  the  opportunity  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Council  for 
their  courtesy  and  help  which  has  resulted  for  me  in  a  most  pleasing  relationship  during  the 
past  fourteen  years,  and  I  should  like  also  to  thank  the  Staff  for  the  manner  in  which  the  work 
has  been  done  during  this  period. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  WALKER,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.C.,  D.P.H.  (Cantab). 

Public  Offices, 

Fro  me, 


For  the  Year  1 937 
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Frome  Urban  ^District 


FROME  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

REPORT  of  the  -  - 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


For  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1937 


LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN,— 

I  beg  to  present  my  27th  Annual  Report 
of  the  work  of  your  Sanitary  and  Health  Depart¬ 
ment. 


HOUSING 


As  in  all  old  towns,  the  workers’  cottages  con¬ 
tinue  to  demand  consideration  and  a  number  of 
these  old  cottages  are  under  review. 


A  scheme  for  the  erection  of  28  cottages  at 

_ _ _ A«  ay  has  been  prepared  and  arrangements 

are  being  made  to  acquire  the  site  in  order  to 
provide  accommodation  for  overcrowding  cases 
and  others  dispossessed  owing  to  Demolition 
Orders. 


s 

/ 


The  Council  have,  to  date,  erected  153  hor,‘,es 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts. 


During  the  past  year,  79  new  houses  were  com¬ 
pleted  in  various  parts  of  the  town  bv  private 
enterprise  and  plans  were  approved  for  a  further  42. 


OVERCROWDING— Housing  Aft  1936 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  the 
overcrowding  as  laid  down  in  the  instructions  : — 

1  house  with  \  person  excess 

b  ,,  ,,  1  m  » 

9  1 1 

£  ,,  t>  M  ” 

O  9 

—  > 1  99  ~  99  99 

1  99  99  ^  91  99 

1  9  9  9  9  3  O'  M  9  9 

During  the  year  one  case  of  overcrowding  was 
abated. 

HOUSING  AND  NUISANCES 

Four  hundred  and  thirty-three  houses  have 
been  inspected  during  the  year  under  the  Housing 
Acts.  One  hundred  and  eighty-three  were  found 


in  every  respect  fit  for  habitation  :  the  remainder 
had  defects  which  were  reported  to  those  con¬ 
cerned. 

The  smoke  test  was  applied  to  29  systems  of 
drains  serving  49  premises. 

Two  hundred  and  forty-seven  written  Intimation 
Notices  were  served  as  a  result,  of  inspections 
made  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  Housing 
Acts. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  class 
of  nuisances  dealt  with  and  the  number  remedied  : 


— _ _ _ 

i  iCCOi'd’jd 

,7.;,  n  It  c'i  J 

Defective  Drains 

9 

1 

Choked  Drains 

6 

6 

Defective  W.C.  Fittings 

21 

16 

Defective  Flooring 

87 

87 

Defective  Staircases  . . 

51 

25 

Defective  Windows  and  Doors 

46 

37 

Defective  Roofs 

Defective  Gutters  and  Stack- 

63 

51 

pipes 

11 

7 

Defective  Masonry 

9 

6 

Defective  Paving 

17 

13 

Defective  Ceilings 

62 

ol 

Defective  Plastering 

74 

62 

Insufficient  Ventilation 

32 

28 

Damp  Walls 

64 

43 

Defective  Grates 

4 

2 

Defective  Woodwork 

4 

2 

Defective  Chimneys  . . 
Insufficient  W.C.  Accommoda¬ 

3 

3 

tion 

32 

24 

Absence  of  Scullery  Sink 

65 

43 

Dangerous  Buildings 

0 

0 

No  Handrail  to  Stairs 

40 

Defective  Sinks 

1 

1 

Defective  Steps 

4 

2 

Oesspool  Overflowing 

1 

i 

Dirty  Premises 

1 

0 

Verminous  Premises 

3 

3 

Accumulation  of  Rubbish,  etc. 

3 

3 

Absence  of  Flush  to  W.C. 

37 

27 

/ 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

The  town  water  supply  is  drawn  from  a  well 
situated  to  the  west  of  the  town  and  sunk  into  the 
carboniferous  limestone. 


One  hundred  and  thirty  Informal  Notices  and 
two  Statutory  Notices  were  served,  requiring 
47  water  services,  52  flushing  cisterns,  13  water 
taps  and  6  stopcocks  to  be  repaired. 


The  total  quantity  of  water  passing  the  meter 
to  the  town  during  the  year  amounted  to  195,477,495 
gallons,  which,  after  making  deductions  lor  the 
water  taken  to  the  Rural  District,  provides  an 
average  consumption  per  head  per  day  of  43.72 
gallons  for  both  trade  and  domestic  purposes. 


RAINFALL 

The  total  rainfall  during  the  year  amounted  to 
39.56  inches,  as  compared  with  37.21  inches  in 
1936,  41.14  in  1935,  33.62  in  1934,  27.01  in  1933, 
37.38  in  1932,  33.54  in  1931,  37.12  in  1930,  37.03 
in  1929. 


The  water  was  periodically  examined  by  the 
County  Bacteriologist  and  the  report  stated  that 
it  was  free  from  any  evidence  of  harmful  con 
lamination. 

I  append  a  report  of  the  Chemical  Analysis. 
Condition  at  time  of  Analysis. 


Appearance 

.  Clear 

Appearance  after  filtration  .  . 

Clear 

Deposit 

Nil 

Reaction 

Neutral 

Colour  . . 

.  Nil 

Smell 

.  Nil 

Mineral  Analysis  in  parts  per 

1,000 

Estimations 

Lime  (C’aO) 

15.72 

Magnesia  (MgO) 

1.63 

Aluminia  (AI2O3) 

Iron  (Fe)  (Total) 

.  f  0.16 

Iron  (Fe)  (Filtered  Water) 

J 

Silica  (Si02) 

0.40 

Chlorine  (01)  . .  • .  ■  • 

2.84 

Sulphuric  Anhydride  (SO3)  •  • 

2.19 

Nitric  Anhydride  (N2O5) 

0.54 

Free  Carbonic  Acid  (CO2) 

0.22 

Total  Solids  at  100  degrees  C 

36.01 

Probable  Combinations 

Silica 

0.40 

Alumina 

0.16 

Calcium  Carbonate 

27.00 

Calcium  Sulphate 

1.41 

Magnesium  Sulphate 

2.04 

Magnesium  Chloride 

2.32 

Sodium  Nitrate 

0.86 

Sodium  Sulphate 

1.82 

36.01 

Total  Hardness 

22.50 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  rain¬ 
fall  for  each  month  : — 

Greatest  fall  in  No.  of 


Month 

Total 

24  hoars  days  with 
0.1  or 

I  ns.  Date  more. 

January 

. .  5.68 

0.66 

18 

23 

February 

. .  7.08 

0.89 

4 

23 

March 

.  .  4.27 

0.88 

14 

16 

April 

. .  2.67 

0.47 

11 

17 

May 

. .  2.54 

0.62 

27 

13 

June 

..  1.77 

0.81 

12 

9 

July  . . 

. .  2.71 

1.61 

16 

11 

August  . . 

. .  1.04 

0.34 

13 

7 

September 

. .  2.19 

0.49 

10 

16 

October 

. .  4.05 

1.24 

23 

15 

November 

.  .  1.84 

0.36 

23 

14 

December 

. .  3.72 

0.67 

8 

21 

39.56 

FOOD 

SUPPLY 

—  «-T,- 

There  are  18  Butchers’  Shops  serving  the  town, 
with  six  registered  and  two  licensed  slaughter 
i'ouscs.  The  premises  have  been  regularly  in¬ 
spected  and  are  kept  in  a  satisfactory  order. 

Six  hundred  and  thirteen  visits  of  inspection 
have  been  made  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations,  1924.  The  carcases  of  481  oxen, 
3,818  pigs!,  1,087  sheep  and  77  calves  were  in 
spected. 

As  a  result  of  these  inspections, 

16  Pigs’  Carcases 
387  Pigs’  Heads 
154  Pigs’  Organs 

4  Oxens’  Carcases  (complete) 

2  Oxens’  Forequarters 

51  Oxens’  Organs 

5  Oxens’  Heads 


Temporary'  Hardness  •  •  •  ■  • .  18.90 

Permanent  Hardness  . .  . .  . .  3.60 

Degrees  Rnglish  (Crains  CaC03  per  gallon) 

Owifig  to  industrial  development,  it  W'as  found 
advisable  to  make  provision  for  increasing  the 
capacity  of  the  town  water  supply  and  after  full 
investigation,  a  scheme  for  obtaining  an  adequate 
supply  from  a  new  well,  some  300  yards  from  the 
present  Pumping  Station,  was  prepared  and  the 
work  of  laying  the  necessary  mains,  erecting  a 
new  Pump  House  and  the  installation  of  an 
electrically  driven  pumping  plant,  is  in  progress. 


1  Calf  (complete) 

26  Sheeps’  Organs 

were  found  to  be  diseased  and  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

MILK 

There  are  17  producers  of  milk  in  the  district, 
14  being  distributors.  Fourteen  distributors  obtain 
their  milk  from  producers,  there  are  eleven  registered 
distributors  who  produce  their  milk  in  the  Rural 
Areas. 


It  is  anticipated  that  the  new'  well  will  give 
an  additional  500,000  gallons  per  day  if  required. 


Four  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  producers  have 
Dairies  in  the  area,  one  of  whom  is  also  a  retailer. 
There  is  one  producer  of  Accredited  Milk. 
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The  registered  premises  have  been  periodically 
visited  during  the  year.  In  five  cases  it  was 
necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  the  occupier  to 
the  requirements  of  the  Order. 

Eighteen  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk 
have  been  submitted  to  the  Analyst  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  of  which  two  were  unsatis¬ 
factory.  Five  samples  of  Accredited  (one  was 
unsatisfactory)  and  six  of  Pasteurised  milk  have 
been  taken.  Four  of  the  six  samples  of  Pas¬ 
teurised  Milk  showed  evidence  of  contamination 
after  Pasteurisation.  The  main  cause  was  traced 
and  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

BAKEHOUSES 

There  are  17  Bakehouses  in  regular  use  in  the 
district.  In  most  cases  modem  ovens  have  been 
installed. 

The  premises  have  been  inspected,  and  in  eight 
cases  the  occupiers  were  requested  to  comply 
with  the  requirements  as  to  limewashing. 

SEWAGE  AND  REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

The  Sewage  Outfall  Works  were  constructed 
some  30  years  ago  :  during  the  past  year  the 
purification  works  have  been  found  incapable  of 
dealing  satisfactorily  with  the  whole  of  the  flow— 
mainly  owing  to  the  establishment  of  a  large  dairy, 
the  fact  that  other  industries  discharge  their  waste 
into  the  sewers  instead  of  into  the  river,  the  erection 
of  a  number  of  new  houses  and  the  more  general 
use  of  fitted  baths. 

The  matter  was  reported  to  the  Council  and  a 
firm  of  Consultant  Engineers  was  called  in  and 
asked  to  report  and  prepare  a  scheme  to  remodel 
the  Works  with  a  view  to  increasing  their  capacity 
and  providing  for  the  treatment  of  the  trade  waste 
-wnti  vho  sludge. 


The  domestic  refuse  is  collected  by  the  Council's 
staff  of  workmen  twice  weekly  from  the  centre 
of  the  town  and  each  week  from  the  remainder  of 
the  district. 

The  wrhole  of  the  refuse  is  taken  to  the  Destructor 
where  it  is  used  in  raising  steam  for  pumping  the 
sewage  from  the  pump  wTells  to  the  Purification 
Works  for  treatment. 

;  i:  ■ 

The  new  clauses  in  the  1937  Public  Health  Act, 
requiring  the  provision  of  properly  constructed 
Refuse  Bins  will  make  it  compulsory  for  each 
house  to  be  provided  with  a  suitable  Refuse  Bin 
and  steps  are  being  taken  to  enforce  the  require¬ 
ment. 


SCAVENGING 

The  streets  are  regularly  cleansed  and  the 
refuse  removed  to  tips. 

DISINFECTION 

After  ail  cases  of  infectious  disease  (including 
tuberculosis)  the  homes  of  the  patients  are  dis¬ 
infected  and  bedding  treated  at  the  Steam  Dis 
infector. 

Inuring  the  year  3-4  rooms  have  been  sprayed 
with  a  disinfectant,  0  rooms  have  been  fumigated 
and  296  articles  of  clothing  and  bedding  have 
been  steam  disinfected  from  33  homes. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

The  two  common  lodging  houses  situated  in 
Selwood  Road  have  been  periodically  inspected 
and  are  kept  in  satisfactory  order. 


In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  .  :ie  Members  of  the  Council  and  ratepayers  for  the 
unfailing  courtesy  and  considerate  tn  shown  to  me,  and  also  to  express  my  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  the  manner  in  which  my  Assistant,  Mr.  A.  I.  Bell,  has  carried  out  his  duties. 

Yours  obediently, 

L.  SLAUGHTER, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


Public  Offices, 
Frome. 

June  20 th, 


1938. 


For  the  Year  1 937 


Frome  Urban  ^District 


